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CREDC in Brief

Mission Statement
The Community Research and Development Centre (CREDC) is a non-governmental, 
non-profit organization established in March, 2006. CREDC is registered in Nigeria 
under the Corporate Affairs Commission to provide services to ensure that people have 
access to safe and healthy environment and that environmental resources are managed 
in the most sustainable way to achieve socio-economic development of our 
communities.

Vision Statement
The CREDC is working towards a world where development is achieved sustainably at 
local, national and regional levels.

Objectives
 Embark on sustainable development activities working in partnership with local 

and international organizations
 Carrying out activities to ensure the sustainable management of the environment 

and environmental resources for the development of our communities
 Build the capacity of all stakeholders to enable them participate actively in 

decision-making processes and developmental issues in general
 Carry out campaigns to create awareness that will help to protect the 

environment and support efficient environmental management practices
 Help to mainstream gender in decision making processes involving 

environmental issues, health and development

Area of Focus
 Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation
 Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
 Public Health and Environmental Researches
 Environmental & Health Education
 Water Supply and Sanitation
 Disaster Management
 Biodiversity Conservation
 Wetlands Resources Conservation
 Gender and Charity

United Nations NGO Special Consultative Status
The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations at its Substantive 
Session of July 2013 adopted the recommendation of the Committee on Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) to grant Special Consultative Status to the 
Community Research and Development Centre
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Acronyms

A/C Alternating Current

CREDC Community Research and Development Centre

ECOSOC Economic and Social Council of the United Nation

ECREEE ECOWAS Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency

ESCCAN Efficient and Safe Cooking Campaign in Nigeria

FAO United Nation Food and Agricultural Organization

GEF Global Environment Facility

HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus

KW Kilo Watts

KWp Kilo Watt Peak

LED Light Emitting Diode

LERC Local Energy Regulatory Committee

NGO Non-Governmental Organization

NIGERIA-REAP Nigeria-Renewable Energy for All Project

SGP Small Grant Program

UNDP United Nation Development Program
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A Message from the Project Director
Dear friends, 2014 was a year of greater heights for us in Community Research and 
Development Centre (CREDC). This is attributed to the creative ideas and hard work of 
members of staff and also the huge support received from all our development partners. 

CREDC has continued to uphold her mandate which is working towards a world where 
development is achieved sustainably at local, national and regional levels. This year 
under review witnessed the launched of two new projects, implementation of the first
solar mini-grid in Nasarawa state and completion of other ongoing community based 
solar projects in some communities across Nigeria.

In the First quarter of this year, CREDC in collaboration with ENERCAP a French 
company implemented a project for the World Bank here in Nigeria. The Project Which 
Was Titled; Lighting Africa: Nigeria Feasibility Study for School Pilot Projet had an 
objective which was to evaluate and analyze the different mechanisms to deploy 
Lighting-Africa certified products in Nigeria schools. Feasibility study was conducted 
only in some selected schools in Abuja which will act as pilot for the projet and 
recommandations were submited to the World Bank based on our findings.

The CREDC with support from the UNDP GEF Energy Efficiency Programme in Nigeria 
implemented the first solar mini-grid of 4KWp capacity in Ruguwa community of 
Nasarawa state northern Nigerian. The project titled “Access to Sustainable Energy 
Project at Roguwa Community of Nasarawa State, Northern Nigeria” is to provide electricity 
for 60 households in the community.

Efficient and Safe Cooking Campaign in Nigeria (ESSCAN) was launched by CREDC in 
September, 2014. The project which had ENVIROFIT Nigeria as its technical has the 
goal of distributing 6 million clean cook stoves within six years across Nigeria. Already 
about 200 cook stoves have been distributed.

The Nigeria Renewable Energy for All Project (Nigeria-REAP) was officially launched by 
CREDC on the 22nd of October, 2014. The project which has Schneider Electric as one 
of the partners seeks to improve Nigerians access to sustainable and uninterrupted 
electricity supply using renewable energy. Solar Systems are sized according to the 
energy demand or financial strength of the client with allowance for scale up in future as 
their energy demand increases.

Finally, I want to assure you the CREDC is ready to step up her activities to continually
promote clean energy technology until sustainable energy access are guaranteed for all 
in Nigeria. 

Looking forward to a fruitful 2015

Godfrey Ogbemudia
Project Director
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Lighting Africa: Nigeria Feasibility Study for School Pilot Project
The community Research and Development Centre (CREDC) worked in conjunction 
with ENERCAP to conduct a feasibility study for the World Bank –IFC lighting Africa 
Project for schools in Nigeria. The lighting Africa feasibility study for school pilot project 
in Nigeria had an overall objective to evaluate and analyze the different mechanisms to 
deploy Lighting-Africa certified products in Nigeria schools taking into consideration 
previous Lighting Africa experiences elsewhere in the region, such as the “Light Library 
Project” in Senegal.

The feasibility study identified strengths and weaknesses of four possible distribution 
models for the pilot project, taking into account the operational and financial levels as 
well as at the sustainability of the project; identification of potential stakeholders for the 
implementation of the pilot project with objective selection criteria for the selection of the 
schools included in the project.

A data collection exercise was conducted in three (3) secondary schools within the 
Federal Capital Territory with senior members from the federal ministry of education and 
the FCT secondary education board. Two of the secondary schools selected were day 
schools while the third school was a boarding school in order to analyze the effect of the 
pilot project on both types of schools. A total of 130 questionnaires representing an 
average of 33 questions per questionnaire were administered to 100 students, 30 
teachers and parents complemented with focused group discussions and key informant 
interviews.

Nigeria Renewable Energy for All Project (Nigeria-REAP)
Nigeria possesses huge potential of renewable energy sources. She lies within the 
sunshine belt and the solar radiation varies from about 3.5kWh/m2/day in the southern 
part to 7kWh/m2/day in the northern arid region. The daily sunshine duration can reach 
up to 9 hours in a day. Renewable energy technologies can be localized and 
decentralized unlike the national electricity grid. This allows end-users to generate their 
own electricity wherever they are located. Outside the upfront cost of installing solar 
systems, the technologies do not require any running cost; unlike the traditional 
petrol/diesel generators. 

It is against this back drop that the Nigeria Renewable Energy for All Project (Nigeria-
REAP) was launched on the 22nd of October, 2014 in Benin City Edo State, Southern 
Nigeria. While presenting the Nigeria-REAP project concept to participants at the 
occasion, Mr. Godfrey Ogbemudia the Programme Director said  the Nigeria-REAP was 
aimed at improving access to sustainable and interrupted electricity supply using 
renewable energy technology for those already connected to the national grid and those 
also not connected to the grid. 
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The Project Mechanism involves five (5) processes, firstly the client register his or her 
interest to go GREEN that is ready to be powered using renewable energy source. 
Secondly the client signs an MOU with CREDC which now enforces the contact. Thirdly 
the client pays 20% upfront of the total cost of the system to CREDC. The fourth step 
involves the full installation of the solar system at the client residence which will begin 
within 30days after payment,. Time is to allow for the assembly of equipment needed for 
installation as you do not keep batteries in stock for too long. It is expected in the fifth 
process that the remaining 80% of installation cost MUST be paid by the client to the 
bank within a period of six to eight months from the installation date.

Crossesction of Participants

Solar Systems are sized according to the energy demand or financial strength of the 
client with allowance for scale up in future as their energy demand increases. Solar 
system can be installed for households, small scale businesses and offices and he cited 
that the CREDC headquarters in Benin City which currently runs on solar system for at 
least 10hours per day to power all office equipment. Benefits client will enjoy includes
12 months warranty on system, No electricity bills, System can be upgraded to meet 
your increasing energy demand, system can be built as hybrid system for those who 
choose to remain on the grid, No noise pollution and No maintenance cost.
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Efficient and Safe Cooking Campaign in Nigeria (ESCCAN)
The World Health Organization says more than 95,000 Nigerians die annually due to 
complications caused by the inhalation of smoke from biomass. This makes it the third-
highest killer after malaria and HIV/AIDS. Poor air quality has impact on health, 
especially on the poor, the elderly and children who suffer disproportionately from its 
effects. Air pollution also has impact far beyond each household as pollution is found on 
crops and contributes to global environmental issues such as climate change.
Firewood (biomass) is gotten from the forest by felling dry trees. Since the business of 
selling firewood has become very lucrative, people now engage on illegal felling of 
green trees which are cut into small bits and dried artificially.  Between 1990 and 2000, 
Nigeria lost an average of 409,700 hectares of forest equal to an average annual 
deforestation rate of 2.38%. Nigeria has the world's highest deforestation rate of primary 
forests according to revised deforestation figures from the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

The Efficient and Safe Cooking Campaign in Nigeria (ESSCAN) project was launched 
by CREDC in September, 2014. The project which had ENVIROFIT Nigeria as its 
technical has the goal of distributing 6 million clean cook stoves within six years across 
Nigeria.  The project which targets women and children who are most vulnerable to 
indoor pollution will help to reduce the use of solid fuel (firewood) for cooking especially 
in the rural communities by 80%, create awareness on the dangers associated with 
cooking with inefficient cook stoves and solid fuels and economically empower 
community women to sell clean cook stoves. Already about 200 Envirofit cook stoves 
(CH2300 and MH500) have been distributed. 

Workshop in progress 
A total of three (3) workshops were held between October and December with one 
workshop each month. Over 300 women were educated on the dangers of indoor 
pollution associated with cooking with firewood. The women were made to know the 
economic, health and environmental benefits of cooking with efficient cook stoves.
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The ESSCAN project has four distribution models which include; targeting women 
group, leveraging on existing micro-finance networks, NGOs and private business as 
sub-distributors and village cook stove campaign train.

Access to Sustainable Energy Project at Roguwa Community of 
Nasarawa State, Northern Nigeria
Roguwa community in Karu Local Government Area of Nasarawa State is among the 
numerous communities in Northern Nigeria that is yet to be connected to the national 
grid. The community which has an estimated population of about 5,500 individuals 
including women and children rely on unsustainable sources of energy such as 
kerosene lamps and burning of wood for lighting, cooking etc. The community rely on 
locally constructed wells that their water supply is seasonal. 

The objectives of this project are: to increase access to electricity in Roguwa  
Community thereby increasing economic activities which will help improve the source of 
livelihood in the Community; reducing the vulnerability of  indigenes to respiratory 
ailments arisen from the inhalation of poisonous gas from kerosene lanterns and 
provide access to clean and portable water supply in the community. 

Installation activities in progress in Roguwa Community

The Community Research and Development Centre (CREDC) with the support of the 
UNDP, GEF and Energy Commission of Nigeria is currently addressing the challenges 
of sustainable energy access in Roguwa Community in Nasarawa state using 
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renewable energy technology. The project which is still in progress and about 80% 
completed is using a 4KW Solar Micro Off-Grid Facility to generate electricity from a 
central location in the community tagged the “Green House”. From the Green House, 
electricity is distributed to power 60 households and a 1.5hp borehole in the community. 
The Solar Micro Off-Grid is made up of 20units of 200watts solar PV panels in five 
arrays (4 panels per array). 1.6 KW is dedicated to powering the community water 
borehole project while the remaining 2.4KW of the total capacity of the solar system is 
for electrification. All solar array were ground mounted and tilted at angle of 15o due 
south of the equator. 

Electricity generated is stored also at the greenhouse in a battery bank made up of 12 
units of 200ah/12V deep cycle batteries. From the greenhouse, electricity (A/C) will be 
supplied daily to power 60 households in the community for 12 hours from 6pm to 6am 
the next day. Each household has been provided with two light points (a 90 LED lamp x 
two units) and a wall socket for electronics like radio and for charging mobile phones. 
Also all benefiting households will be provided with a power provider a device which 
limits each household to a particular amount of energy they can consume.

Majority of solar project has failed in Nigeria because there was no sustainability 
component in the project either in the form of technical support or funding. To ensure 
effective community participation in the project management and sustainable 
management of the project, the CREDC trained four persons who are indigenes of the 
community and were selected by the elders of the community as Local Energy 
Regulatory Committee (LERC) to manage the project on behalf of the community. The 
LERC will collect an agreed monthly energy bill from beneficiaries. 60 % of this money 
will be kept aside for project maintenance and up calling while 40% will be used to pay 
the LERC members who work on part-time bases a token allowance monthly.
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Projects Commissioned in 2014
Two projects previously executed in 2013 were commissioned in the year under review
and they include; Solar Micro Off-Grid to Provide Electricity in Uniarho Community in 
Edo State, Southern Nigeria funded by ECREEE and Providing Sustainable Energy in 
Ofetebe Community using Solar Micro Off-Grid Facility funded by GEF-SGP/UNDP Nigeria.

Providing Sustainable Energy in Ofetebe Community using Solar Micro Off-Grid 
Facility
The official commissioning ceremony of the project took place on the 14th of March 
2014, in Ofetebe community where the project is located. Present in the community for 
this event includes the CREDC team lead by the Executive Director Mr. Etiosa Uyigue, 
the representative of the GEF-SGP National Coordinator Mrs. Ufuoma Akpovwovwo 
and the leader of the Ovia North East Local Government delegation Honorable Harrison 
Odigie. They were received by elders and youths of the community.

Inside view of the Greenhouse

Speaking on behalf of the community, the secretary Mr. Friday Omoregbe narrated how 
the community has been in darkness before the project came and that they have to on 
their own start to look for alternative source of energy which has made them spend 
even more. He said the people are grateful to GEF-SGP for the project and also praised 
the technological expertise of CREDC who implemented the project.

In his remark, the representative of the Chairman, Ovia North East Local Government 
Honorable Harrison Odigie thanked GEF-SGP for the project and stressed the fact that 
their work in the community is to complement government effort in trying to reach out to 
all its citizens including those in rural communities. He also used the medium to thank 
CREDC for a work well done as they have been able to convince the council that solar 
projects can last for a very long time if properly installed.
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On his part, the Executive Director of CREDC Mr. Etiosa Uyigue first of all thanked the 
community for their support all through the project implementation period. He also used 
the opportunity to thank the CREDC project team for a work well done and praised the 
effort put into the project implementation in terms of the distance they covered and the 
means of transportation(Speed boat on water) which was very risky without life jackets.

Finally, the representative of the GEF-SGP National Coordinator Mrs. Ufuoma 
Akpovwovwo said she was glad to see that CREDC has done all they said they will do 
and she can see from the reactions and smiles on the faces of the indigenes that they 
are very satisfied with the project implementation. She said she is particularly happy 
that the capacity of the community to manage the project on their own has been built 
and that this is one of the ways the project can be sustainable. She however advised 
the people to handle the project properly and respect all technical rules governing the 
efficient working of the system so as to guarantee the longevity of the project.

Project Commissioning in progress

The project was officially commissioned by the Chairman of Ovia North East Local 
Government Area who was ably represented by Honorable Harrison Odigie. Delegates 
were later taken round the Solar Micro Off-grid facility to see the different components 
of the solar project after which they visited some houses and other public facilities in the 
community that were powered by the system.

Solar Micro Off-Grid to Provide Electricity in Uniarho Community in Edo State, 
Southern Nigeria
The project was commissioned on the 10th of June, 2014. The commissioning ceremony 
witnessed a large turnout of the community people. Others at the event were the Local 
Government Officials of Ovia North East Local Government Council lead by the 
Chairman Barr.(Mrs.) Lucy Omagbon, Schneider Electric (Technical Partner for the 
project) lead by the formal Country President Mr. Marcel Hochet and the CREDC team 
lead by the Assistant Director Mr. Matthew Agho. The event started with an opening 
prayer said by the community head at about 11:30am local time. Activities witnessed by 
participants include cultural dance by community women and goodwill messages. In his 
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welcome speech, Mr. .Matthew Agho thanked the ECOWAS Center for Renewable 
Energy and Energy Efficiency for funding this project which has put smiles on the faces 
of indigenes of Uniaro Community. He also used the opportunity to thank Schneider 
electric for their valuable technical support and pledged the commitment of CREDC to 
continually support government developmental strides at all levels. Mr. Marcel Hochet, 
Schneider Electric thanked the community for the warm reception he received from 
them. He commended CREDC for successfully implementing a project of such 
magnitude as an NGO. He said that Schneider Electric as an energy management giant 
globally will continue to partner with CREDC on issues pertaining to rural electrification 
in order to deliver clean energy solutions to people off the national grid.

Dignitaries at the commissioning ceremony

Speaking on behalf of the community, Pa. Andrew Idemudia said the entire members of 
the Community hereby express their deep gratitude and appreciation to all and sundry 
for the successful provision of the Solar project in the Community. According to him, 
when they were earlier informed of the intention to provide the solar project which will 
power a borehole and also be able to power some houses in the community, they never 
knew that CREDC will match words with action to give it such urgent attention. Today, 
the Borehole is flowing and the community now has an uninterrupted power supply. 
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He said the provision of borehole in the Community has drastically remove our burden 
of climbing high hill before getting to stream and has well saved members the time 
wasted in going to the stream to fetch water, not ascertained to be pure. He prayed that 
God will continually bless ECREEE and CREDC with the needed resources so as to be 
able to reach out to more communities.

Addressing dignitaries at the event, the local government chairman Honorable. Mrs. 
Lucy Omagbon was full of praise for the work that the CREDC has done in Uniaro 
Community. She said that the council will always partner with NGOs and other 
cooperate bodies when it comes to the issue of development as the government cannot 
do it all alone.

Project commisiionig ongoing at Uniaro Solar project site

She thanked ECREEE for their financial support for the project and also Schneider 
electric for their technical support too. The official commissioning of the project was 
done personally by the chairman immediately after her speech.
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CREDC 2014 Financial Summary  

Income and Expenditure summary for the Year Ended 2014

Dollars ($) Naira (N)
Income

Foreign Grants
Internal Revenue
Consultancy
Total Income

Expenditure

Community Projects
Travelling & Boarding
Equipment/Maintenance
Consultancy fee
Charity
Workshops/conferences

Administrative cost:
     Office Running/communication
     Salaries/Allowance
     Office Rent
     0ther Expenses

Total Expenses

113,312.5
19,793.57
15,425

148,531.07

48,030.82
11,318
24,906.25
8,250
1,531.25
9,252.88
103,289.2

2,629.38
16,925
937.5
100

21,491.87

124,781.07

18,130,000
3,166,971.5
2,468,000

23,764,971.5

7,684,931.5
1,810,880
3,985,000
1,320,000
245,000
1,480,460

16,526,271.5

420,700
2,708,000
150,000
160,000
3,438,700

19,964,971.5

RESULT AT A GLANCE

2014
       N

Gross Income for the year 23,764,971.5
Total Expenditure for the year 19,964,971.5

Surplus for the year   3,800,000


